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constant; and a little quickening of reincarnation or
shortening of heaven-period would increase the physical
population of our globe very greatly without any increase
in the total number of incarnating spirits.
Moreover, there is no reliable proof that the popula-
tion of our earth has increased, for though the census may
be fairly accurate in some countries, it is mere guess work
in a thickly populated country like China.
Q. Now about reincarnation ; what is its necessity ?
Am. Reincarnation is necessary logically, scientifically
and morally.
Q. Please explain each in detail. First, what is the
argument from logic ?
Ans. Reincarnation is necessary logically, as without
it, with nothing to satisfy the reason, life is a hopeless
riddle.
Is there any purpose in our life between the cradle
and the grave ? Do we, or do we not, prepare ourselves
in some way for the life beyond death ? If there is a life
of happiness on the other side of death, it is earned in
some way, either by resisting temptation or by positive
well-doing. If effort is necessary for earning the heavenly
life, the case seems hard for a babe who dies in infancy
and has no chance. Or perhaps it is that such a one,
having done no wrong, enters heaven. Then it seems
hard for others who have to live a long life of temptation
and dangers and run the risk of going to hell at last, while
again in that case every mother should pray, not that her
new-born babe might live and thrive, but that it should die
immediately. Also if the result be the same, so that a
babe dying in infancy and a good man living up to a ripe
old age both go to heaven, then life is a snare and worse
than useless as it is full of needless pain and misery.

